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“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations.” Matthew 24:14

Reasons For Rejoicing

After raising awareness about donating blood to patients, Medical Director, Dr Kalembu Sébastien (3rd from the left)
is pictured here with his nurses and assistants

Since the opening of the Dr. Thomas P. Sculco Building on
September 30, 2020, one hundred and nineteen babies
have been successfully delivered here.
Bishop Steven Ayule-Milenge (left) sends all of you his joyous tidings and gratitude. It has been his sacred privilege
to welcome these precious souls into the world with faith
and praise.
Only with your support has it become possible to build a
sturdy and appropriate structure staffed with dedicated
professionals; one that houses modern, medical equipment so desperately needed for diagnoses and treatment.
Thus far, your collective generosity has helped to purchase an ultra sound machine (which was air-freighted to
the hospital), an EKG machine, general medical supplies,
and a biochemistry analyzer that, according to Dr. Kalembu, “will revolutionize our work.” Our deepest thanks these are our reasons for rejoicing.

“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans
will be established.” Proverbs 16:3

Shown at the top: The unpacking of a much-hoped-for and urgentlyneeded ultra sound machine. Shown below is Medical Director, Dr.
Kalembu Sebastien using this ultra sound on a patient who is expecting.

This is a picture of the highly anticipated EKG
machine. “This will help us to save lives,”
stated Dr. Sebastien.

Right:) Mr.Alexis, Medical
Technician is shown operating
the microscope that has just
arrived. It was purchased on
Amazon and shipped from
the United States.

Left: The receipt of life
saving supplies at the
Dr. Thomas P. Sculco
Building.
Several parcels contain
the simplest of items
that many of us take
for granted, yet they
are treasures to those
who have very little.

“Rejoice in hope; be patient in tribulation;
be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12
Bishop Steven Ayule-Milenge, at our request, shared some troubling statistics regarding the susceptibility of his community to malaria: “Malaria kills many people in Africa and particularly the
Congo. It has taken the lives in more people than the Corona Virus epidemic. In our city of Bukavu, there are only 912 Corona Virus cases and 125 people have died from the virus, but malaria
has taken more than 5,000 people since January of 2020.”
Malaria is caused by a single-celled parasite of the genus plasmodium. The parasite is transmitted
to humans through mosquito bites. Malaria does not discriminate - infants, children and adults
both young and old fall prey to this disease, which is why proper clothing and mosquito netting
are vital for those who exist where the disease seems to flourish. It can also be transmitted from
a mother to her child in utero. In many cases for those who are treated for the disease, second
and even third bouts of Malaria can occur; they are residual reminders of the primary infection.
Malaria can be fatal, as it can choose to reside in vital organs or the brain.
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The challenges we face when acquiring equipment are numerous. We seek the ultimate in value for all
our purchases, but the prices for equipment in the nearby city of Bukavo are simply outrageous! For example,
an Oximeter is available in the USA for $18.00, but in Bukavo it costs $150.00. When we learned that the hospital had no computer, a local search revealed one with a $700.00 price tag. We traced the model number to its
manufacturer and discovered that this rebuilt laptop had been produced in the USA ten years ago! Shipping costs
are extremely high from our country, yet to ship from a closer point of origin does not always produce a reliable
delivery. The Post Office, which is across the border in Rwanda, has closed its border due to COVID 19.
Whenever it is possible, we “shop” diligently for necessary equipment to be able to provide the most in
efficiency for the least cost. By importing from abroad, we have found higher quality equipment not offered for
sale locally and at a substantial savings. Purchasing from a local supplier, more often than not, results in higher
costs for inferior or out of date products.
In a recent communication, Dr. Kalembu Sebastien made some valuable points that underscore the hospital’s intentions: “These equipment purchases help patients to be more motivated to pay their fees. Patients are
attracted to the presence of good hospital equipment. When they see these devices during a consultation or learn
the information when they raise public awareness of our services, they become much more motivated to pay for
their care in our hospital because they become more confident in the quality of care they will receive, compared
to other hospitals where there is no good equipment. Our patients are well informed about the equipment of
the various health facilities in their environment and become very demoralized when they are redirected to have
some kind of examination in another hospital when we could do it in our hospital if (there was) equipment to
facilitate it.”
It has always been the hospital’s desire to be self-sufficient in terms of paying its expenses and salaries
from revenue for services and fees paid by its patients. As one can imagine, revenue streams ebb and flow and
it’s been reported that a doctor’s salary was reduced to $100 because of uncollected funds. To combat this, the
hospital has acquired a collection agent, who has already begun working to collect the balances due from patients
and to work out payment schedules when an invoice cannot be satisfied in one payment. The Wilkins Foundation
salutes the fighting spirit of the hospital professionals along with their business accumen.
So while much has been accomplished, much is also required. Bishop Steven Ayule-Milenge along with Dr.
Kalembu Sebastien and the good doctor’s staff, send heartfelt thanks for the gifts the hospital has received, and
they ask you for continuing prayerful support of their endeavors.

“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as
good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” 1 Peter 4:10
We are proud of the projects we have begun and seen through to completion, and humbled because contributions have enabled all of them. We are grateful for the prayerful support we receive each day and ask for that
to continue. It helps to motivate us; it supports us through myriad hurdles we must scale; it strengthens us.
The work continues and it must continue! We have tried to outline the time and costs associated with even the
simplest of work. We remain good stewards of the funds entrusted to us because while the needs are deep,
the appreciation is joyous.
You can continue to support our work by asking your tax adviser:

1.

Can I send a qualified distribution to the Foundation from my IRA?

2.

Wouldn’t such a qualified distribution count as a Required Mandatory Distribution and 			
would it be excluded from my taxable income?

3.

Can I send securities to the Foundation’s investment account at Morgan Stanley and/or
Carter Terry and not pay capital gains tax and the Foundation only pays an estimated 1.39% tax 		
if it sells the stock, or can it keep the security and collect the income?

4.

Can contributions from a private foundation count as a qualified distribution if the 			
Foundation is registered with the IRS as a 501( c ) (3) non-profit organization?

And we prayerfully ask you to ask yourselves:

• If you were undergoing surgery, wouldn’t you assume that your operating room has the right
equipment to sterilize its operating implements?
• Wouldn’t you be under the assumption that your surgeon has accurate information about the
sugar, cholesterol and sodium in your blood?
• Wouldn’t you want your doctor to use ultrasound to study the developing fetus of an unborn baby,
or a person’s abdominal and pelvic regions, or their muscles, tendons or blood vessels?
• Shouldn’t a woman be tested for HIV before an infant delivery procedure?
Please continue your partnership with us. An envelope is enclosed for your convenience. God
bless you all.
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